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The Prep Picnic 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Important Dates 

Term One 

 

Monday 8th March 

Labor Day– No stu-

dents at school-

Students commence 

full time school from 

Tuesday 9th March 

Thursday 1st April 

End of Term One–  

Early finish 2.30pm 

Monday 19th April 

Term 2 commences. 

 

* Get to know you inter-

view dates TBA 
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What ever stage your child is at is 

fine, Prep is a time where we see 

growth in this area but each child 

develops differently and each stage 

is important and can not be missed 

or rushed. At the beginning of Prep 

writing there is SO much to consid-

er, from holding a pencil, which 

page to write on, direction, writing 

on the base line etc… the mechanics  

and fine motor skills involved in 

writing takes our students some 

time to master. That’s what Prep is 

for! It is a wonderful journey to 

watch unfold, but please remember 

the journey is different for every 

child 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

  Please follow the link for a more detailed description of each stage of writing  

    (you may need to cut and paste link in). 

        https://k12.thoughtfullearning.com/teachersguide/writing-spot-assessment/

stages-emergent-writing 
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Cued Articulation 

For an example of  this follow the link to see what the cued articu-
lation is for the Letter Ss we have learnt so far. 

 

                                  https://youtu.be/3QUvo-yLETo 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Berry Street Educational Model 

P.E/Health/Respectful Relationships 

 

This term Music classes focus on learning to participate as a class member – sharing music making with 
others, starting and stopping together, listening and following directions. This all takes place through lots 
of music games, creative movement activities, songs and through playing a variety of percussion instru-
ments. Preps practice creating and echoing four beat rhythmic phrases and explore vocal qualities – speak-
ing, shouting, whispering and singing. 

Here is a song we’ve been singing with the egg shakers – 

Shake up high, Shake down low, 

Give a little shake and around we go 

Shake up high, Shake down low 

Give a little shake now hold it so…… 

At the end of the song students find an interesting way to hold the egg shakers. Lots of laughs as they find 
ways to balance the eggs on heads, feet, elbows etc 

 



 

 

Hello Prep families, 

It has been wonderful getting to know all of your precious children during Art sessions over the past few weeks in the Art 

room. The Preps have been having lots of fun exploring, experimenting, and making different marks using mediums such as oil 

pastels and chalk pastels.  

Not everyone draws an outline successfully to begin with and at this stage is not the prime objective. Mark making upon a page 

allows children to feel successful without restriction, it gives an alternative pathway to feel good about themselves and their 

work.  Success leads to further interest in drawing. 

The Preps have been building a visual and verbal chart of mark making to record how many different ways mediums can be 

used. - How many different effects we can get. How many different actions we can use and so on. 

The Preps have all completed beautiful Self Portraits and already proved to be such creative artists. Their portraits are on dis-

play in the main building around the round window.  If you get a chance please take the time to appreciate their efforts.  

Art Appreciation is an integral part of all of our sessions. Appreciation of not only their own but of their peers and of accom-

plished artists as well. The focus for this term and others this year is to develop their self-expression and to nourish and en-

courage their view of themselves as ‘Art’ makers.    

 

  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 

STEM with Nina 
This term we are starting off by introducing the Preps to what STEM is and familiarising them with loca-
tions such as the STEM room and the garden. Later this term we will be investigating weather and how it 
effects our lives and clothing choices.  

 

Art with Sophia 



A huge favour…Can you make a batch of  Playdough???  

We use playdough daily in Prep, we use it for fine motor ac-

tivities such as letter formation, number formation, count-

ing…as well as just for fun!!! Usually we would make our 

grade shared playdough BUT in our current COVID climate we 

were wondering if everyone could make their child an individ-

ual batch and pop it into a disposable container (just so we 

don’t lose any tupperware)! If you have time or can manage 

a second batch it would be wonderful to have a few spare 

for those families that may just need a hand at the moment keeping up - we 

have all been there! If we could aim to have one for everyone after the long-

weekend that would be brilliant!  

ABSENCE NOTICES /Being on time 

Thank-YOU for being on time, we very 

much appreciate you having your chil-

dren ready to come into the class at 

8.55am. It makes our job so much easier 

settling the children and getting the day 

under way. 



OSHC 

 



 
If you have any issues/concerns or just want to meet with any of us for a 

chat about your child, please feel free to contact us via email.  
We are always happy to make a time to meet with you.  

Kind Regards, 
The Prep Team 

Prep A Alesha Sangster: alesha.sangster@education.vic.gov.au  

Prep B Tania Blandthorn: tania.blandthorn@education.vic.gov.au 

Prep C Karen Robinson: karen.robinson@education.vic.gov.au 

              Principal/Vice Principal 

Deb Herrmann : debra.herrmann@education.vic.gov.au 

           Michelle Rayner: michelle.rayner@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Please note, if you  have selected ‘do 

not publish photo to media’ on your 

child’s enrolment form we will not use 

their images in our newsletters as our 

newsletters go on our website. If you 

are unsure, you can check with Kim or 

Andrea at the office.  

Reading Eggs & Mathletics 

passwords 

This  week you  will find your child’s 

Mathletics and Reading Eggs Passwords 

stuck in the front cover of their diary. 

Please explore these sites with your 

child, they are a FABULOUS way to help 

with reading and maths. You can load 

them on their ipad (if they have one) or 

they can use a PC.  We understand some 

of you won’t allow your child to use 

technology yet, and that is also fine.  We 

provide each child from Prep-2 a sub-

scription to these sites . The kids love 

them and it certainly helps with their 

learning. 

 



We have 

been busy 

in Prep! 

 



 


