
   

IMPORTANT DATES 

March 

Friday 27th 

Last day of Term 1. 

 

Term 2 Begins 

Tuesday 14th April 
 

STOMP THE BEAT 

Every Wednesday beginning 

15th April– May 13th    

Stomp the Beat Disco  

Wednesday 20th May 

mailto:simpson.jennie.s@edumail.vic.gov.au


READING  

In term one we are setting up our expectations for reading in 

order to create a group of readers who enjoy all aspects of 

reading – listening to and visualising books being read to 

them, reading to themselves, discussing shared books.  We 

expect our 

reading to make sense.  Our focus is making 

sure that we monitor our reading by notic-

ing when we can’t read a word, or don’t un-

derstand it or we lose track of the meaning 

of what we are reading.   We are learning 

some ways to help with these problems.  

Later in the term, we will be looking at mak-

ing connections to support our understand-

ing.   

 

WRITING   

Our text type this term is recounts.  Recounts tend to come 

easily as we share events or experiences that matter to us.  But 

we still need to learn to order our recount and to write in the 

past tense.  They are also a great place to start our writing pro-

gram as it helps us learn about each other.    

While some of our writing is teacher driven, we also encourage 

students to write about a topic of their own choosing.  To sup-

port this we draw on the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing and over the 

year we will focus on these traits (7!) traits of good writing – 

Ideas, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions, Organization and Presentation. 

Good writing is about more than spelling, but we want to be able to read what we have 

written.  Our spelling (and reading) draw on THRASS – recognising and using the building 

blocks of reading and spelling, that is, the 44 phonemes (speech sounds) of spoken English 

and the graphemes (spelling choices) of written English. In addition, through class work and 

dictation, we help build reading and writing fluency by becoming familiar with the most com-

mon words in English.   
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https://vimeo.com/303379817 
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Our Inquiry topic this term across the school is 
“Belonging” which is at the heart of creating a 
caring, productive and enjoyable community of 
learners at the Patch.  In Grades One and Two, 
our focus is friends. 
 
We are asking questions such as –  
What is a friend?  
How do I make friends?  

How do I keep friends?  
Who should be my friends? 
How should I treat my friends? 
How should they treat me? 
 
The topic is a great way to explore some of the issues 
that tend to come up during the year and ties in with 
both our philosophy and our Respectful Relationships 
program.   
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A small sample of the types of questions that may be asked during a discussion. 

Students are also asked to come up with their own questions & wonderings….. 

 Can you and someone else be different and alike at the same time? 

 What makes you different from your friends? 

 What makes you the same as your friends? 

 Do your friends help decide who you are? 

 Do other people help decide who you are? 

 Can you be friends with someone or something that you can't touch? 

 What kinds of things can be your friends? 

 Think about your own friends - what makes them a good friend? 

 How do you know that they are your friend?

 

What is philosophy? 

The word “philosophy” comes from the Greek, meaning “love of wisdom.” In ancient times philosophy was 
understood as the search for wisdom. Many of the concepts philosophers explore have been examined 
for thousands of years: What is time? What is beauty? What is a good life? What is knowledge? 

Although it is one of the oldest academic disciplines, traditionally philosophy has not been considered a 
subject for children. Yet, in many ways, young people are natural philosophers. They ask philosophical 
questions and are curious about philosophical issues: how do we know things?, what is beauty?, how are 
the mind and body connected? Young people do not need to learn philosophy; it is something they do. 

Philosophy explores fundamental questions about the world and ourselves, and is therefore not restricted 
to any particular subject matter. What characterizes a philosophical question is not what it is about, but at 
what level it is asked. For example, someone might ask whether some social arrangement is fair; a phi-
losopher will ask, “What is fairness?” Philosophy demonstrates that some of the simplest questions we 
ask are also the most difficult to answer. 

 

Why introduce philosophy to children? 

Philosophical communities of inquiry emphasize thinking for oneself. Exposure to structured phi-
losophy sessions encourages students to explore the big questions that matter to them and supports their 
development of strong critical and creative thinking skills. Philosophy is the oldest and most effective 
discipline for learning how to think independently, helping students better express their own perspectives, 
challenge and build on each other’s thinking, and make clearer sense of their own views and ideas. 

Encouraged to ask and construct relevant questions, students develop their own views and articulate rea-
sons for them and to listen to and learn from one another. Philosophical inquiry enhances stu-
dent competence in reasoning and logic, increases young people’s confidence and ability to examine nov-
el issues critically and imaginatively, and deepens listening and empathy skills. 

Young people find philosophy discussions compelling, in part because there are no settled answers to the 
questions being examined. The environment created by this open inquiry illuminates ways for students, 
and particularly those students who may be otherwise somewhat disconnected from school, to become 
involved in an intellectual adventure. 

https://www.philosophyforchildren.org/


 

Terracycle Update 
Our school is currently involved in three Terracycle programs: 

Colgate oral care products 

Any brand of toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes, floss containers, electric toothbrush heads.  

Please note - bamboo tooth brushes should not be included in the program. With these, remove the 

bristles at home (place in landfill) and then reuse or compost the stick 

Bread bag tags 

As the name says, hard plastic bag clips, as you would normally find on a bread bag or similar. No twist 

ties. 

Dish and air care products: 

Any brand of dish care and air care packaging, including: 

- Dishwashing liquid bottles (including caps) 

- Dishwashing tablets flexible packaging (including snap locks and zip locks) 

- Air freshener aerosol cans and spray bottles (including spray and trigger heads) 

- Plug-in air fresheners and refills (including plastic outer packaging) 

- Clip-on car fresheners and refills (including plastic outer packaging) 

 

The Terracycle collection bins are 

located near the library entrance, 

near Tania's prep classroom. Please 

place bag tags inside the plastic bag in 

the labelled bin. 

 

 

 

 

 


