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Respect, Responsibility, Integrity 

Dates to remember 
 

November 
Wed 18th  CURRICULUM DAY – No students at school 

Thu 19th  SCHOOL PHOTO DAY… finally! 
Thu 19th  Prep 2021 transition (first group) 
Fri 20th  Prep 2021 transition (second group) 
Mon 23rd  Staff planning week 
Tue 24th  School Council 
 

December 
Tue 8th  Step up day & school reports sent home 
Wed 16th    Yr 6 Graduation 
Thu 17th  Final School Assembly 2:30pm 
Thu 17th  Last day of school 3:30pm dismissal 

Fri 18th   CURRICULUM DAY – No students at school 

 

 

REMINDERS: 

 
Sibling Photos 
 If parents could 

inform their 
children to get a 

sibling photo taken 
on photo day. This 

is important this 
year as order 

forms have been 
delayed and cutoff 

is 8am on 
photography day 

and we would hate 
for families to miss 

out. 

Thursday 19th November 

mailto:the.patch.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.thepatchps.vic.edu.au/


 
  

From the Principal… 

Thought for the week: Have you got your fire plan ready? 
 
Fire Safety at this time of the year and in Term one is always on our minds. in case of an emergency 
we will relocate to the hall or the oval depending on the identified risk.  We have had a strong plan 
and process for many years now. Thanks to Glenn and Ken who have prepared the area surrounded 
the hall to meet compliance.   
 
Parent Payment Charges for 2021 have been emailed to you, there are several pages of information as 
we implement the Department of Education guidelines.  These documents can also be found on our 
website and are available in hardcopy at the office. 
 
As the year draws quickly to a conclusion, we reflect on the year and look forward to a smooth 
transition into 2021. This year we have had our Strategic Review which concluded on Tuesday 10th 
November. Our community has been integral in providing feedback via individual or group meetings 
with parents, teachers and students.  
 
Our focus for the next four years is to continue to: 

 Improve the learning of all our students in Numeracy and continuing our improvement in Literacy.   

 Create and improve learner agency to create curious and confident learners, who are more 
independent and self-aware. 

 Strengthen the social and emotional wellbeing of every student. 

 
I would like to thank Ange Ellis (School Council) Michelle Rayner, Alesha Sangster and Kellie 
McDonald for their time and valuable contributions to this process.  I’d like to also thank the staff and 
parents who provided insightful input and especially to our students who have helped shape our next 
four years.  Overall our review was a positive reflection of our work over the last four years. 
 
We are still in deliberation, discussion and investigation of the best possible combination of grades for 
your children and teacher placement for 2021. Staff are now working on class lists ready for Step Up 
Day on Tuesday 8th December. We will continue this process for all students who are currently 
attending our school in year Prep to 5. At this stage, our new Preps 2021 will attend as groups of 10 as 
per the current guidelines and we are yet to hear the process for our Year 6 students. We will inform 
parents as soon as we have received further advice.   
 
Our Step-up day runs for the first 2 hours of the day (9.00am to 11.00 am).  This is when the students 
all step up to meet their new teacher for the following year and who will be in their class for 2021. It is 
an exciting day and a lot of preparation will have gone into finalising and coordinating grade 
placement.  This involves looking at children’s needs and making the best possible educational plans 
for all students in our school.   When placing students in class groups, we will be mindful of addressing 
this along with consideration of who your child learns best with, their ability, behaviour and social 
needs. 
 

Don’t forget,  
Curriculum Days for this term – OSHClub available for parents who will need this service. 
Wednesday 18th November – Report writing and moderation of student work 
Friday 18th December – Forward planning for 2021 
The commencement of the 2020 year (Tuesday January 27th teachers return) and all students start on 
Wednesday January 28th.   
 
Regards, 
Deb 
Principal 
Debra.Herrmann@education.vic.gov.au 
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A few bits to share from Michelle….. 

Well it is wonderful to have everyone back again and to be reconnecting with our school, our learning 
and each other. With such a long separation, there have been the inevitable readjustments necessary 
to feel comfortable in the space and to find where you fit in once again. Friendships can be challenged 
and uncertainty felt, but these are natural responses given the circumstances and will abate with 
time. We are working hard in our classrooms to provide supportive learning environments that build 
independence, resilience, problem-solving and compassion and to support children in the school 
grounds to play together respectfully. 
 
It is always exciting to see students initiating ideas and activities and the recent Halloween dress up 
day was fully undertaken by a group of year 6 students who wanted to provide a day of fun and 
excitement after a period of heavy restrictions. Kitty, Evie, Maya and Zoe created the concept, 
communicated the idea to all the classes, explained how some costumes could be frightening and 
drafted the note home for parents. They chatted about the day at assembly and made posters 
advertising the event and were thrilled with the participation and appreciation from the rest of the 
students. What a great example of student leadership. 
 
Our staggered pick up time has helped improve congestion on the local roads and we are very grateful 
to our parents for enabling this to happen. Thank you for your patience, for letting people re-enter the 
line of traffic, for allowing drivers to merge into the driveway from both directions, for travelling at a 
safe speed in the driveway (5kph), for indicating your intentions and for being punctual. We 
appreciate this immensely. There will be times when circumstances contrive to interrupt our best 
plans and we ask you to just go with the flow; it won’t have been intentional. 
 
Finally, we are about to begin the planning for PatchFest21 and will soon have a date for a virtual 
meeting for anyone who would like to help out in any way. If you think you would be able to lend a 
hand or share an idea or provide some resources, we would love to hear from you. More info will be 
sent home next week. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
Michelle 
 
 

A reminder for Term 4 commencement of Term 1 2021 
We are identified as being at higher risk on the Bushfire register and, as such, will be required to pre-
emptively close on days of Code Red Day fire danger.  More information will be available next year.   
 
On days of Total fire ban all children will be required to be picked up from drop off and no children 
will be permitted to walk home or leave the school without an adult.  
 
As part of continuing Emergency Management arrangements for roll marking after the children have 
come in from lunch will occur. In the event of an unforeseen fire we would waste several precious 
moments trying to work out where children are if they have not been signed out.  I can only implore 
you to make sure you follow this very simple procedure.  
 
It is important that all parents have alternative arrangements in place for these days. Also as these 
days occur and you choose to pick your child up early it is an absolute must to sign your children out 
at the office.  

 



  



  



  

Things That Scare Me 
  
When Halloween was approaching, 1/2B collaborated a list of things that scare them. 
Each day, 1/2B have picked a topic off their list and write a class poem about it.  
 
1/2B’s Poem List: 
The news when they show robbers (Ava) 
Heights scare me because I think I’ll fall (Oliver) 
Someone jumping out at me if I am not expecting it (Jas) 
Madagascar because I don’t like the bad guys (Aaron) 
Dementors in Harry Potter – they suck the life out of you (Rupert) 
Aliens because I watched Independence Day (Audrey) 
Red backs because they are poisonous (Myah) 
Storms because I don’t like the noise (Maisy) 
My bed falling down (Sullivan)       
Blackouts in the night (Harrison)  
The face on Ava’s pencil case (Olive) 
The inside of bodies (Medea)             
People running at me (Millie) 
Bats – they have sharp teeth (Ashlinn) 
When my wardrobe is open at night (Essie) 
The dark because I don’t know what is there (Reilly) 
Waking up to my sister having her head near my face (Noah) 
A car crushing me (Reuben) 
 

 
 



  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

LOCAL BUSINESS 



  

FREE WEBINARS FOR PARENTS 



 
 
 
 

  

LOCAL SPORTING CLUBS 



 

The Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School for accuracy of information contained in 
advertisement or claims made by them. 

Community Notices 
 

Piano & Guitar with Chris Walker  
Tuition in piano, guitar and bass guitar during school hours and after. 
Phone 0407 049 012 or email chrisw7@ymail.com 

 
 

Violin & Viola Lessons 
Private violin/viola lesson available for all grades from prep. 
Please contact Hiro (0423 765 312 or hiro1656@hotmail.com) 
 
 

Private Ukulele Lessons 
The Patch School students now have the opportunity to take private ukulele lessons. The Patch School 
parent, Jess Dunn, has had 6 years’ experience teaching ukulele to kids and adults and loves teaching 
at The Patch. For more information, please call or email. 
0408 102 542 jessdunn.arts@gmail.com 
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