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Respect, Responsibility, Integrity 

 
Dates to Remember   
 

December 
Tue 3rd  Yr 6 TOTB Presentation night 1  
Wed 4th   Yr 6 TOTB Presentation night 2 
Wed 4th   Mango orders arrive (delivery time TBA) 
Thu 5th   Second-Hand uniform shop sale 8:30am – 9:30am 

Thu 5th   Emerald Secondary Music Performance  
Fri 6th   Junior Sports Carnival (NO ASSEMBLY) 
Tue 10th  Whole school ‘Step-up’ day 9-11am 
Tue 10th  Final Prep 2020 transition session 9:30am – 10:30am 

Thu 12th   Last school banking for 2020 
Fri 13th   Christmas celebration assembly 9am – 10:30am  
Mon 16th  Prep Celebration 2:30pm 

Thu 19th  Special awards assembly  
Thu 19th   Yr 6 Graduation  
Fri 20th   Yr 5/6 Knox Leisure Works Excursion 

Fri 20th   Last day of school early dismissal of 1:30pm 

 

January 
Wed 29th    First day of school for ALL students 8:55am 

 
 Bell Times 

8:55am Warning Bell 

9:00am Learning Begins 

11-11:45am First Break 

11:45-12pm Lunch eating  

2-2:30pm Second Break 

3:30 Dismissal  

 Sentral Parent Portal Link: 

https://sentral.thepatchps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login 

 

 

Congratulations, but 

with sadness we 

farewell… 

 
Mason – Completed his 

Bachelor of Teaching for 

Primary. Secured full-time 

teaching position 2020.   

 

John - Completed his 

Masters of Teaching for 

Primary & Secondary. Secured 

full-time teaching position 

2020.   

 

Jess.B – Secured a full-time 

Japanese teaching position 

for 2020.  

 

We wish Mason, John and 

Jess a wonderful future, 

your new schools are 

extremely lucky to have you.  
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  From the Principal… 

 

I am pleased to inform the community that we have a final figure for our Patch Fest fundraising $12,110.  
An amazing effort!!!! Without the support of our amazing community this would not be possible. Again 
many thanks and congratulations on such a great effort. These funds will support our reading support 
program and also provide much needed Literacy resources across the grades from Prep to Year 6.   
 
There will be an end of year raffle with proceeds going toward The Patch School Community Fund.  
 
As the year draws to a close, we begin to reflect on the year and look forward to a smooth transition 
into 2020. We are fast approaching step up day for all students on Tuesday December 10th.  For our 
new parents, this is when the Year 6 students transition to High School for the day.  The remainder of 
the students all step up to meet their new teacher and classmates for the following year. The step up is 
for the first two hours (9.00am to 11.00 am).  
 
On this day you will receive your child’s report and notification of your child’s teacher for 2020. If you 
have anything you need to discuss with your child’s current teacher, you are welcome to organise a 
brief interview with them after you have received your child’s report.  
 
Don’t forget, the commencement of the 2020 year for all students is 8:55am Wednesday January 29th 
(January 28th staff return only).  
 
Parent Payment Charges for 2020 have been emailed to you. There are several pages of information to 
explain how we implement the department guidelines.  These documents can also be found on the 
website and are available in hardcopy at the office 
 
Schools can request payments from parents under three main categories: 

 Essential items 

 Optional Items 

 Voluntary items 

When you get your fees, it’s important to note that the charges are for items in the standard 
curriculum, and are what the children will eventually take home.  
 
However, The Patch PS offers more than a standard curriculum. Extras such as our music, art, specialist 
programs, the reading office, extension programs, environment program, Mini and MacLit, our library, 
take home books, choir, ensembles and the student leadership program are just a few of the extra 
enrichment opportunities that the children can take part in.  
 
The grounds and the classroom working conditions that the children enjoy, including air conditioning 
and heating, have either been budgeted or fundraised for.  
 
School Council have discussed at length how we can maintain the high standards that exist here at The 
Patch PS within the guidelines that have been implemented. This is where you can help with the 
voluntary payments.  
 
School Council through Beck’s letter has clearly articulated our 2020 fee structure and your support 
would go a long way towards maintaining much of what we enjoy here at The Patch.  This year’s 
voluntary items enabled us to continue our lease of laptops for 2019. The aim for next year is to 
support the lease of new student laptops, THRASS resources and our reading program. 
Continued …  



 
 
  

 
Over the next few weeks we ask that you focus on your fire plan in the case of extreme weather days.  
Please see further information in this newsletter about the process for our code red days and days of 
Extreme predictions on our website. 
 
Fire Safety at this time of the year is always on our minds.  As a school, we will continue with our 
regular practices to the hall or the oval, depending on the identified risk.  We have had a strong plan 
and process in place for many years now. 
 
On days of Total fire ban all children will be required to be picked up from school. Children will 
NOT be permitted to walk home or leave the school without an adult or written permission. 
 
It is important that all parents have alternative arrangements in place for these days. Also, as these 
days occur and you choose to pick your child up early, it is an absolute must to sign your children out at 
the office.  This is part of our continuing Emergency Management arrangements for roll marking after 
the children have come in from lunch. In the event of an unforeseen fire we would waste several 
precious moments trying to work out where children are if they have not been signed out.  I can only 
implore you to make sure you follow this very simple procedure.  
 
Have a great weekend 

 

Regards, 

Deb 
Principal 

Herrmann.debra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

CHILDREN STARTING SECONDARY SCHOOL NEXT YEAR 

Parents of our year 6 students will tell you that it doesn’t seem that long ago that their child was 

starting school. The primary years seem to fly by and our year sixes are already 8 weeks into their final 

term of primary school with only 3 weeks to go.  

 

Secondary school can be a daunting thought for not only our students but parents as well. There are 

many questions, which I’m sure you have, which are not fully answered at information nights and 

orientation days.   

 

The Department of Education and Training have developed an informative site, which provides hints, 

tips, advice and information on how to support your child through the transition from primary to 

secondary school at: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/secondary/Pages/bphome.aspx 
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GOAL SETTING FOR A SUCCESSFUL TERM 

Planning ahead is an important skill that can be learnt and further developed at all ages – even adults! 

Organisation, at school, means setting a goal to do your best in your school work, listening carefully to 

your teacher’s instructions, planning your time so that you are not rushed, having all your school supplies 

ready at a neat table, recording your projects and their due dates and planning when you are going to do 

your homework so that you have enough time. 

Two positive Habits of the Mind that help develop a young person’s organisation include: 

 Setting Goals - means thinking that setting a goal can help me to be more successful at a task. 

 Planning My Time - means thinking about how long it will take me to do my school work and planning enough time 

to get it done. 

Some ideas to help children become more organised and have a more successful term are:  

1. Chunking: Breaking complex tasks into small, manageable steps. For instance, week-long school 

projects can be broken down into a series of smaller tasks that can be completed daily. 

2. Goal-setting: Helping children set small and large goals is one tangible way of increasing their 

effectiveness. eg. “I want to learn to spell 20 new words from my list by Friday.”  

3. Making plans: Working out steps required to help achieve goals and objectives requires children 

to look ahead. “I will learn five words a night. I’ll ask an adult to test me each night.”  

4. Managing time: Time planning tools such as lists and diaries can help children keep schedules, 

hand work in on time and help prevent children overestimating what they can achieve. 

5. Routines take the worry out of remembering. Homework routines, morning routines, even 

after-school unpacking routines help children to be organized. For instance, an after-school 

routine may include unpacking a schoolbag, handing school notices to a parent and eating a snack. 

6. Have regular homework time. Establish a regular homework time and help your child to stick 

to it. If no formal homework has been set then use this time for reading. 

7. Have morning round-up. Remind children of the day’s events each morning so they can plan 

accordingly. 

8. Use routines and structure. There are times when so much is going on in young people’s lives 

that they need structure and routine to help them get organized. Gentle reminders to pack lunches, 

take notices to school and even to dress appropriately can assist children when they are busy. 

9. Make use of a check list when it all seems too much. Place a list of routine morning activities 

by a child’s bed and insist that it be checked before he or she goes to school. Lists are one way to 

help boys become better organized. 

10. Clear away the clutter. A regular clean-up of desks and work areas can help children regain 

control of their environment. 

11. Less is better. Encourage children and young people to bring home only the books that they will 

work on each night. Some children become overwhelmed when they have a bagful of books and 

they have difficulty knowing where to start. 

12. Use a diary to plan ahead. Encourage your child to place homework, social and school events 

in a diary. 

 



  

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop Sale!

 



 
 

 
  

  A reminder for Bushfire Season 

 
We are identified as being at higher risk on the Bushfire register and, as such, will be required 
to relocate to Knox Central Primary School on days of Extreme fire danger and close on days of 
Code Red Day fire danger.   
 
On days of Total fire ban all children will be required to be picked up from school. Children 
will NOT be permitted to walk home or leave the school without an adult or written 
permission. 
 
Sign out reminder for early pick up - If you choose to pick your child up early it is an absolute 
must to sign your children out at the office. As part of continuing Emergency Management 
procedures roll marking after the children have come in from lunch will occur. In the event of 
an emergency, we would waste several precious moments trying to work out where children 
are if they have not been signed out.  I can only implore you to make sure you follow this very 
simple procedure.  
 
It is important that all parents have alternative arrangements in place for these days.  

Please note that it is the responsibility of every family to: 

1. know where to find and understand Fire Danger Rating information 
2. understand The Patch School’s procedure for days of EXTREME fire danger and CODE RED 
fire danger 

   

Please note the following procedure for children who are relocating: 

 Your child will be expected to attend Knox Central PS 
 Students are to arrive at Knox Central PS by 9am, no earlier than 8:45am. No Patch staff will 
be on duty before 9am.  
 All Parents are to park and sign their children in at the office/designated area for The Patch 
PS students. Please do not just drop your child off. 
 All students must be collected at 3:30pm from the designated area and signed out by their 
parent/guardian/emergency contact. Please note that there is no afterschool care. 

 

 



RECENT ASSEMBLY SNPASHOTS 
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 Community Notices 

 
 
 

Piano & Guitar with Chris Walker  
Tuition in piano, guitar and bass guitar during school hours and after. 
Phone 0407 049 012 or email chrisw7@ymail.com 

 
 

Violin & Viola Lessons 
Private violin/viola lesson available for all grades from prep. 
Please contact Hiro (0423 765 312 or hiro1656@hotmail.com) 
 
 

Private Ukulele Lessons 
The Patch School students now have the opportunity to take private ukulele lessons. The Patch School 
parent, Jess Dunn, has had 6 years’ experience teaching ukulele to kids and adults and loves teaching 
at The Patch. The cost is $18 for a 20-minute individual lesson or $12 for a 20 minute group lesson 
(subject to suitable pairing). For more information, please call or email. 
0408 102 542 jessdunn.arts@gmail.com 
 

The Importance of Attendance 
Please remember that all students are expected to be in their classroom, ready 

to begin lessons by 9.00am. 

We understand that now and again things don’t go to plan, but all families 

should aim for their children to be at school by this time. 

Parents should also remember that late arrivals or early leavers must be 

signed in or out by their parent or guardian using the system on the iPad at 

the office. The appropriate orange or red tag must also be given to the 

classroom teacher when collecting your child. 

The Department of Education & Training has very specific expectations 

about school attendance and we ask that all parents be mindful of the 

importance of prompt and regular attendance at school. 

Thank you. 

The Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School for accuracy of 
information contained in advertisement or claims made by them. 
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