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Respect, Responsibility, Integrity 

Dates to Remember 
    

March 
Sat 25th   Plastic Bag Free – flash mob filming 
Mon 27th   Yr 6 Reach Rookies  
Mon 27th   Community Morning Coffee 9am 
Tues 28th   Prep responsible pet ownership 

Wed 29th    Yr 3 to Yr 6 Athletics Day 

Wed 29th   Monbulk College open evening  
Fri 31st   Moonlight Cinema (Flyer below) 
Fri 31st   End of term (no assembly) 

   pick up 2:30pm 

 

April 
Mon 17th   No School – Easter Monday P.H 

Tues 18th  First day of Term 2, 8.50am start 
Mon 24th  No School - Curriculum Day  
Tues 25th   No School - ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
Thurs 27th   Parent Education Session by Jody 
Thurs 27th   District Athletics (selected students) 

 

May 
Thurs 4th   SCHOOL PHOTOS!! 

9th – 11th   NAPLAN Years 3 & 5 
Wed 10th   Parent evening with Tom Brunzell 
Berry Street Education model and Behaviour Management program 

Thurs 11th   Book Fair Starts 
Mon 29th   School Council 

 

Have you thought 

about School 

Council? 

We have a casual 

vacancy for School 

Council, if you are 

interested please 

contact our School 

Council President  

Sarah Tebbutt 
0400-402-494 

tebbutt.sarah.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:the.patch.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thepatchps.vic.edu.au/


 
  

Our Beautiful Lesley’s Wedding 
 

Burnham 
Beeches – 

Piggery Café 
 

18th March 2017  

Lesley & Gregg 

http://www.clipartkid.com/love-birds-clip-art-at-clker-com-vector-clip-art-online-royalty-FuPZXw-clipart/


 
 
  
From the Principal… 
Thought for the week: “A well-educated mind will always have more questions than answers.” 

Helen Keller  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deb 
herrmann.debra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

http://www.thepatchps.vic.edu.au/about-us/administration/
mailto:herrmann.debra.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


  The Berry Street Education Model and the Behaviour Management Process 

at The Patch 
At The Patch Primary School, we are implementing the research based, trauma informed, positive 
wellbeing approach of the Berry Street Educational Model. Tom Brunzell presented this model to staff and 
school council in 2015, and to parents at an Information Evening in 2016, with parents overwhelmingly in 
support of this model being introduced at The Patch.  

 
Tom will be doing his final presentation to parents on Wednesday10th May, so please mark it in your 
calendar and let us know if you intend to come, and if you need us to provide childcare   
 
Whilst this model was developed with children who have experienced trauma in mind (where trauma 
means that the child perceives that the world is no longer safe for any reason), we believe that there are 
times when all children can feel uncertain, have a bad day, or suffer varying degrees of anxiety.  So this 
model has broad appeal and is backed by research. 

 
The characteristics of the model include ensuring that our students are ready to learn.  This means 
ensuring that our students are present, centered and grounded.  It encourages brain breaks during class, 
developing unconditional positive regard in relationships with our students. It incorporates strategies to 
develop resilience in our children, process versus person praise, and developing a growth mindset for our 
children, just to name a few. The emphasis is not just on the academic content, but on the wellbeing of the 
whole person.  
 

Central to the model is a “Resilience Plan”.  Rather than relying on the teacher to ensure the student gets 
back on task, this plan allows students to employ their own negotiated strategies to get back on track if 
they are feeling dysregulated. For adults, this might be getting a cup of tea, but for our students this might 
look like using a fidget toy, doing star jumps, or getting a drink of water.  
 

The Department of Education requires that all schools need to have a documented behaviour 
management policy that is consistently delivered by teachers, and that has a focus of helping students 
improve and self-regulate their behaviour. It should also actively develop students’ social and cognitive 
skills. Clear expectations for this are developed, negotiated and established with students, with the 
school’s values linked to these expectations. This process is evaluated and updated as needed.  
 
Running alongside the positive Berry Street Educational Model, there is a behaviour management process 
at The Patch that is enacted if students breach our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Integrity 
(RRI). This is in line with department policy. All classes work-shopped our school values at the beginning 
of the year, so students have a good understanding of what kinds of behaviour our school values entail. 
Teachers work hard to ensure that they understand each of their students, and employ a range of 
strategies to set all students up for successful learning for the day.  Such strategies include touching base 
with everyone during “Circle Time”, making sure students are seated with others that they work well with, 
suggesting to children that they might like to enact their Resilience Plan, doing mindfulness activities or 
simply noticing someone is not having a good day and having a chat about it.  If these and other strategies 
are not successful in helping the student regulate their own behaviour, our Behaviour Management 
Process becomes a last resort.  

 
Students learn that their actions do have an effect, and choosing inappropriate behaviour does have a 
consequence. This is delivered in a non-threatening, supportive and consistent way across the school, 
ensuring, particularly for our anxious children, they have a predictable environment ie, the consequences 
are known to them in advance. Of course, these consequences apply to all children who are choosing 
inappropriate behaviour, so  everyone knows they will be protected and in a safe environment where they 
have the right to learn. These consequences allow students to develop resilience – sometimes, things 
don’t always go the way we want them to. We will be supporting our students to bounce back from 
adversity; that they will be OK.  

 



  Continued…   
Consequences at The Patch could be that the child goes to a buddy classroom or that they may lose part 
of their lunch play time. We take student safety very seriously, and if a child behaves in a way that is 
unsafe for them, or those around them, parents will be called and students will be asked to go home for 
the remainder of the day. These consequences are delivered to the student when they are calm, and in a 
supportive way.  The purpose of the consequence is NOT to humiliate or embarrass the child, but to help 
them regulate their own behaviour in the future by understanding that their behaviour has an effect. 
Teachers try to discover / address the underlying reasons for the behaviour and they engage in restorative 
discussions with the student.  
 
Of course, no system is perfect when it is first introduced, and we intend to review our processes every 
term. Teachers have completed a survey around how they think both the Berry Street Model and the 
Behaviour Management process is going.  Last week, two staff meetings were devoted to assessment and 
discussion of the plan, including improvements around the process.  
Also last week, students in Grades 2-6  gave their feedback about the process, and this sums up some of 
the main themes: 
 
“The plan is working great for me – especially when I am tired it helps me focus” 
“RRI room (lunchtime room) is boring. It’s very quiet” 
“I think it is a good plan we have.  It helps you learn what is right and wrong” 
“It is good because this plan gives you chances to get back on track” 
“This is better because the “Step Down” part of “Step Up/Step Down” was name and shame” 
“Some students need name and shame” (We explained this is not how we would like children to learn) 
“Quite confusing for fill in teachers” 
“Feels more strict. Not in a bad way. They’re actually doing something” 
“It’s a bit pessimistic” 
“I don’t like it because I have to go to the RRI room” 
“It’s a good plan because you get to do the Resilience Plan to calm down” 
“I don’t like it because there are too many warnings before you leave the room” 
“I don’t like it because you could get a level for not doing your homework” 
“I think you’re being nicer to us because we have more chances” 
“It’s pretty bad because you’ve been naughty but then you realise what you’ve done and it’s OK” 
“If people do the wrong thing, they should get a consequence” 
“If it wasn’t there, everyone would be doing the wrong thing” 
 
Next term, we will put out a link for a feedback survey for parents to complete. Once we have compiled the 
staff, student and parent feedback, and tweaked the process, we will be having another information 
evening to introduce the changes in the plan.  
Together, we hope to develop a workable and manageable plan that helps students regulate their own 
behaviour and develops their resilience, a plan that respects and protects the rights of all students to be 
able to learn in a safe and uninterrupted environment, while promoting the wellbeing of the whole person.  
 
Until then, as always, please feel free to contact Jane to make an appointment (Tues-Fri) to discuss any 
aspect of the Berry Street Model and the Behaviour Management Process. 

 



The Japanese school that our Grade Six class has been working with, Sagamigaoka Elementary 
School, has sent Pikachu to our school for a bit of a holiday and a cultural experience. Pikachu has 
had a great time here with our students, and has now arrived back in Japan in time for the 
Sagamigaoka Elementary School Grade Six graduation ceremony. Here are some memories from 
his Australian tour: 

 

                  
             
      

 



 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pikachu, on his way home with some souvenirs. 
  

 

Last chance to collect unclaimed items from lost property!  

At the end of Term all un-named uniforms will be taken to the Uniform Shop to be 

resold as second hand, and non-school uniforms will be donated to the local Op Shop.  

 

Please also check that your child is wearing their correct uniform and ensure all items 

are labelled so if they do get misplaced, we can get them back to your child.  

 

Our lovely uniform volunteers sort through lost property every Thursday and return 

labelled items to classrooms. 
 
 
 



  
Woorabinda Camp 2017 

Nine students and one Teacher from The Patch travelled to the Latrobe Valley to attend 

Woorabinda camp. At the camp, students met, and were mixed with, other grade 4/5 students 

from four different schools. There were nerves and shyness at first, but by the end of the 

week, many new friendships had formed. Being away from home for 5 nights is a big ask, but 

the students challenged themselves and overcame fears and anxieties to have a sensational 

time. 

While on camp, students were able to participate in a range of activities not possible at 

school. For example - canoeing, archery, high ropes course, flying fox and making fires for 

cooking. Students were often directly involved in the preparation of their own meals and also 

in cleaning up. Responsibility for themselves and their belongings was a major feature at 

Woorabinda. 

On the last day of camp, students worked in their colour groups to complete a self directed 

challenge. Teachers sat back and allowed students to work collaboratively to solve clues and 

complete tasks. A high level of independence was required and our Patch students rose to the 

challenge! 

A sensational week, well done to you all! 

Nina 

 



  



 
 
 



Assembly/class snapshots from the week by 

our awesome photographer Ted  

 
  



 
  



 
  40Km/h Speed Zone 

A reminder for everyone to please slow down and be extremely observant in and around school 
zones, school parking zones and in particular school crossings. 

The school zones of 40km per hour speed limits are enforced from 8am to 9.30am in the morning and 
2.30pm to 4pm in the afternoon but even outside of those time motorists should slow down and take 

extra care around schools. 

 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



 
 

 

Community Notices 
 
 

In Schools Music 

Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, French horn, Trombone, Tuba, Drums, Percussion, and Bass 
Guitar. New students. Enrolments to Andrew McAlister on 0408467147 or email 
ismusic@bigpond.com 
 
 

Music Tuition with Chris Walker 
Lessons in piano, guitar and bass guitar during school hours and after.  
Phone 0407 049 012 or email chrisw7@ymail.com 
 
 

Violin, Viola & Cello Lessons 
Lessons are available at school on Fridays with experienced strings teacher Jane Coleman. 
For further information call: 0431 290 396 or email: janeliz.coleman@gmail.com. Be quick as there are 
currently only a small number of places available for new pupils. 
 
 

Private Ukulele Lessons 
The Patch School students now have the opportunity to take private ukulele lessons. The Patch 
School parent, Jess Dunn, has had 5 years experience teaching ukulele to kids and adults and loves 
teaching at The Patch. The cost is $18 for a 20-minute individual lesson or $12 for a 20 minute group 
lesson (subject to suitable pairing). For more information, please call or email. 
0408 102 542 jessdunn.arts@gmail.com 
 

 

The Importance of Attendance 
Please remember that all students are expected to be in their classroom, 

ready to begin lessons by 8.50am. 

We understand that now and again things don’t go to plan but all families 

should aim for their children to be at school by this time. 

Parents should also remember that late arrivals or early leavers must be 

signed in or out by their parent or guardian using the system on the iPad at 

the office. The appropriate orange or red tag must also be given to the 

classroom teacher when collecting your child. 

The Department of Education & Training has very specific expectations 

about school attendance and we ask that all parents be mindful of the 

importance of prompt and regular attendance at school. 

Thank you. 

The Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training & The Patch Primary School for accuracy of information contained in 
advertisement or claims made by them. 

mailto:ismusic@bigpond.com
mailto:chrisw7@ymail.com
mailto:janeliz.coleman@gmail.com

